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Program Concept  
Behavior analysis began as a subfield of psychology and over time has developed a number of unique assessments and 

treatment procedures that are not routinely covered in traditional psychology training programs. Behavior analysis has three 

primary branches: (a) behaviorism, which focuses on the world view or philosophy of behavior analysis; (b) the 

experimental analysis of behavior, which identifies and analyzes basic principles and processes that explain behavior; and 

(c) applied behavior analysis (ABA), which analyses and solves problems of social importance using the principles and 

procedures of behavior analysis.  Our doctoral program provides instruction and training in all three of these areas, with a 

primary focus on applied behavior analysis with children, adolescents, and families.   The guiding philosophy of the program 

is that learning is maximized by integrating didactic and experiential instruction such that principles and concepts are 

introduced in the classroom and immediately applied in coordinated clinical and research practica. 

Mission Statement  

It is the mission of our doctoral program to engender our students with: (a) motivation that promotes continual self-
improvement and development and (b) independent study, investigation, and research skills in applied behavior analysis 
that will prepare them for prominent leadership positions in academic, clinical, and research arenas. 
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Letter from the Director  

 
 
Dear Colleagues and Prospective Students,  

I am proud to announce that the Munroe-Meyer Institute has been transformed into an 

independent academic unit of the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  This 

important transformation has allowed us to develop a separate and unique academic 

mission focused on training and research relevant to the study and treatment of 

children, adolescents and adults with developmental disabilities and behavior disorders.  

Our long term goal is to provide highly specialized graduate degree programs for 

professionals from a variety of disciplines that focus on developmental disabilities.  We 

are very excited that our first doctoral program will be in the field of applied behavior 

analysis (ABA), in part because of ABAôs longstanding emphasis on what individuals 

with disabilities can do rather than what they canôt do.  I am particularly proud of the fact 

that we are the first University Center of Excellence in Developmental Disabilities in the 

country to offer a Ph.D. program in applied behavior analysis.  Over the next several 

years we plan to expand our academic programs so that professionals in other 

disciplines that study and treat children and adults with developmental disabilities can 

also pursue doctoral training at the Munroe-Meyer Institute.   

 

J. Michael Leibowitz, Ph.D.  
Director, 
Munroe-Meyer Institute 
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Upon completion of the requirements of this Ph.D., students will be able to: 

 
¶ Translate and explain the philosophy, history, and basic principles of behavior analysis in terms that are understood 

by lay persons; 

¶ Integrate basic and applied principles of learning and behavior to develop innovative and effective behavioral 
interventions for children with behavior disorders; 

¶ Conduct clinical and translational research on applied problems of social importance using both single-case and 
group-comparison designs;  

¶ Integrate systematic, data-based methods into the delivery of clinical services in ways that continually improve 
clinical outcomes; 

¶ Disseminate findings from the latest research in ways that facilitate the implementation of research-based practices 
in routine clinical and educational settings that serve children. 



 

Program of Study 1.3 
 
 
 
 
Core Courses 

 
¶ Full-time doctoral students will be required to complete a minimum of 9 hours of coursework per semester during Fall 

and Spring semesters, and a reduced requirement (7 hours of coursework) during Summer semester.   
 

¶ Typically, the students will take one or two didactic courses per semester (3 credit hours per course) and also will 
enroll in a practicum course, and a research course, each of the semesters during the first two years. Students will 
also complete 9 hours of dissertation work during the third year of the program.   

 

¶ Students will be required to take 5 ñcoreò didactic courses, including: 
 

1. Advanced Theory and Applications in Behavioral Psychology 
2. Assessment and Treatment of Child Psychopathology 
3. Advanced Methods in Single Case Research  
4. Behavioral Psychology of Development across the Lifespan 
5. Behavioral Pediatric Psychology 

 

Á Students will also take two of the following 1-hour seminars as elective courses during the first 2 years of the program: 

¶ Seminar CTR 900 - Seminar in C/T Research Grantsmanship I 

¶ Seminar CTR 901 - Seminar in C/T Research Grantsmanship II 

¶ Seminar CTR 998 ï Multidisciplinary Study Concepts 

¶ Seminar CTR 902 ï Multidisciplinary Team Building in Research 
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Electives and ABA ñTracksò 

 
 

 

¶ Students will select an ABA ñtrackò of courses for their remaining didactic, practicum, and applied research 
requirements.  These ñtracksò will focus upon: 

 

¶ Intensive Applications of Behavioral Psychology and Behavior Analysis  
(4 didactic plus research and practicum courses) in the Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders (CASD) from: 

o Behavioral Economics:  Principles and Applications 
o Analysis and Treatment of Severe Behavior Disorders 
o Behavior Psychology in Autism and Related Disorders 
o Analysis of Verbal Behavior 

 

¶ Clinical Behavior Analysis in Pediatrics  
(4 didactic plus research and practicum) courses in the MMI Psychology Department (Psych) from: 

o Behavioral Psychology of Parent-Child Interaction and Training 
o Integrated Behavioral Treatment in Primary Health Care 
o Community Applications of Behavioral Pediatric Psychology 
o Behavioral Pediatric Psychology Applications in the Schools 
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Formation of the Committee 

 
 

¶ By the end of the first semester, students should be completing a research practicum that is focused toward a specific 
area of research with a mentor who is associated with that area of research. Ideally, this mentor will chair the 
studentôs supervisory committee and serve as the studentôs research supervisor for the remainder of the studentôs 
enrollment.  

 

¶ By the end of the first year of study, it is anticipated that students will have gained experience working in a variety of 
clinical situations with a range of faculty supervisors. Likewise, it is expected that students will have determined a 
general area of interest for their clinical and dissertation research and have contacted faculty who possess 
experience and expertise in that area. Therefore, it is anticipated that students will form their supervisory committee 
by the end of the first year of study. 
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General Requirements 

 
 

¶ Comprehensive examination. Passing a comprehensive examination is required of all students in the doctoral 

program. Students must successfully pass all Core and ñtrackò courses before being deemed eligible to sit for their 

comprehensive exam.  The Comprehensive Examination must include a written and oral portion.  The objective of the 

examination is to determine the extent of the studentôs knowledge and the ability to apply that knowledge in problem 

solving situations.  The format of the Comprehensive Examination is determined by the Supervisory Committee.  The 

written examination typically includes the preparation and defense of a scientific grant proposal, which may be 

evaluated by external or internal reviewers. The oral examination typically includes a defense of the proposal and may 

cover areas related to the studentôs program of study. 

¶ Advancement to candidacy.  After the student has passed the Comprehensive Examination, satisfied the 

requirements of his/her approved program, and other requirements of the Supervisory Committee, the committee will 

recommend to the Graduate Office, the studentôs admission to candidacy for the Ph.D. degree.  The recommendation 

must be filed at least seven months prior to the final oral examination (defense of dissertation). 

¶ Dissertation.  The dissertation should demonstrate the studentôs technical mastery of the applied behavior analysis 

and should advance or modify former knowledge; i.e. it should treat new material, or find new results, or draw new 

conclusions, or it should interpret old material with new insights. 

¶ Final oral examination and dissertation defense.  The final examination is oral and public.  It is given by the 

Supervisory Committee after all other requirements have been met.  The committee also determines the character and 

length of the defense.  The examination may be devoted to the special field of the dissertation or to related matters, or it 

may be designed to test the candidateôs judgment and critical thinking. 



 

Tuition and Financial Assistance 1.6 
 
 
 
 
 Financial Assistance  

 
 

¶ All students admitted to the doctoral program in applied behavior analysis receive a full tuition waiver (i.e., the 
equivalent of a full-tuition scholarship). 

¶ All students receive a clinical-research stipend at the level recommended by the National Institutes of Health 
(currently $21,777). 

¶ Each studentôs health insurance fees are paid by the Munroe-Meyer Institute. 

¶ Students are encouraged to present papers and posters at local and national behavior analysis conferences and 
financial support for travel, meals, and accommodations is provided by the Munroe-Meyer Institute (subject to 
budget constraints).
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Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders Faculty  
 

. 
Wayne Fisher is the H. B. Munroe Professor of Behavioral Research in the Munroe-Meyer Institute at the 

University of Nebraska Medical Center and Director of the Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders at the 

Munroe-Meyer Institute.  He was previously a Professor of Psychiatry at Johns Hopkins University School of 

Medicine and served as Executive Director of the Neurobehavioral Programs at the Kennedy Krieger Institute 

(Baltimore) and the Marcus Behavior Center at the Marcus Institute (Atlanta), where he built clinical-research 

programs in autism and developmental disabilities with national reputations for excellence. Dr. Fisherôs 

methodologically sophisticated research has focused on several intersecting lines, including preference, 

choice, and the assessment and treatment of autism and severe behavior disorders, that have been notable 

for the creative use of concurrent schedules of reinforcement, which have become more commonplace in 

clinical research primarily as a result of his influence.  He has published over 130 peer-reviewed research 

studies in 28 different behavioral and/or medical journals, including: (a) the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, (b) Psychological Reports, (c) 

American Journal on Mental Retardation, (d) Pediatrics, (e) the Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, and (f) The Lancet.  Dr. 

Fisher is a past Editor of the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, a Fellow in the Association for Behavior Analysis, and recipient of the APA 

(Division 25) award for distinguished contributions to applied behavioral research.  

 

 
Cathleen C. Piazza received her Ph.D. from Tulane University. She is Professor of Pediatrics and Director of the 

Pediatric Feeding Disorders Program at the University of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha, and she previously 

directed similar programs at the Marcus Institute in Atlanta and at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine in 

Baltimore. Dr. Piazza and her colleagues have examined various aspects of feeding behavior and have developed a 

series of interventions to address one of the most common health problems in children with disabilities. Her research 

in this area has been among the most systematic in the field and has firmly established behavioral approaches as 

preferred methods for assessment and treatment. In her roles as clinical, research, and training director, Dr. Piazza 

has mentored a large number of interns and fellows who have gone on to make significant contributions to the field. 

Highly regarded for her general expertise in research methodology, Dr. Piazza is currently Editor of the Journal of 

Applied Behavior Analysis. 
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Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders Faculty (Cont.).  
 

Valerie Volkert is an Assistant Professor at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. She received a Bachelorôs 

of Science from the University of Florida, and she received her Ph.D. in School Psychology from Louisiana State 

University in 2007. Dr. Volkert completed her post-doctoral fellowship at the Munroe-Meyer Institute with Dr. 

Cathleen Piazza as her mentor. Currently, she specializes in the treatment of pediatric feeding disorders. She has 

authored two book chapters and published 10 peer-reviewed research studies in 3 different journals, including: (a) 

the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, (b) the Journal of Disability and Rehabilitation and (c) Research in 

Developmental Disabilities. Dr. Volkert is currently the Editorial Assistant of the Journal of Applied Behavior 

Analysis. She also serves on the board of editors and as a guest associate editor for the Journal of Applied 

Behavior Analysis. 

 

Dr. Petula Vaz is an Assistant Professor at the Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders, Munroe-Meyer Institute at 

the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  Her primary research interests are in the area of pediatric feeding 

disorders.  Dr. Vaz is currently licensed and certified as a speech-language pathologist.  She is also a certified 

provider of VitalStim therapy for swallowing disorders.  Dr. Vaz received her Ph.D. from Ohio University 

specializing in dysphagia and voice disorders.  She has extensive predoctoral, doctoral, and postdoctoral 

research and clinical training in swallowing and feeding disorders.  Dr. Vaz has several years of graduate and 

undergraduate level teaching and clinical mentoring experience.  Dr. Vaz has received several awards including 

the óBest Teachingô award and the óBest Clinicianô award.  Currently, she is a member of the American Speech-

Language and Hearing Association (ASHA), and ASHA Special Interest Division 13 (Swallowing Disorders).  She 

is also a life member of the Indian Speech and Hearing Association (ISHA) and the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society.  
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Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders Faculty (Cont.) 

 

Tiffany Kodak is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Pediatrics at the University of Nebraska Medical 

Center and Assistant Director of the Early Intervention Program in the Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders 

at the Munroe-Meyer Institute.  She graduated from Louisiana State University in 2006 with a Ph.D. in School 

Psychology. Dr. Kodak completed her graduate internship at The Marcus Institute in Atlanta, GA under the 

supervision of Drs. Wayne Fisher, Henry Roane, and Michael Kelley. Her post-doctoral fellowship was 

completed in 2006 under the supervision of Dr. Wayne Fisher. Her research has focused on several general 

topics, including the assessment and treatment of problem behavior, choice, behavioral economics, and skills 

acquisition with individuals diagnosed with autism and severe behavior disorders. She has published 16 peer-

reviewed research studies, and worked directly with individuals with developmental disabilities for 15 years. 

Dr. Kodak is on the editorial board and served as the editorial assistant for the Journal of Applied Behavior 

Analysis, is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA), and the recipient of the APA (Division 25) Applied Behavior Analysis dissertation award in 

2006. 
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Psychology Department Faculty 

 
 

Dr. Joseph Evans has been a faculty member at the University of Nebraska Medical Center in Pediatrics and 

currently, in Munroe-Meyer Institute, for 23 years. He is a Professor at MMI and Director of the Department of 

Psychology. Dr. Evans is also Section Chief of Pediatric Psychology for the UNMC Department of Pediatrics. Dr. Evans 

has taught behavioral courses in the University of South Florida and the University of Nebraska-Omaha graduate 

psychology programs and the UNMC College of Dentistry. Dr. Evans is a recipient of the Cummings-American 

Psychological Foundation Award for his work in the area of integrating behavioral health services into primary care in 

Pediatric settings. Dr. Evans has designed and implemented a system of 15 integrated behavioral health clinics across 

the State of Nebraska with an additional 5 clinics in the Omaha area. He has published in various refereed journals 

regarding integrated behavioral health practice and has been invited by several medical groups (American Academy of 

Pediatrics, Nebraska Rural Health Association, Midwest AAP, etc.) to present his research findings and the MMI model 

of integrated care. Dr. Evans is the recipient of over $11,000,000 in Federal and State grants and contracts and 

currently oversees a staff of 12 faculty (6 of whom are practicing in integrated primary care offices in the rural 

Nebraska), six Post-doctoral Fellows, and eight Psychology interns. 

 

William J. Warzak, Ph.D., BCBA-D, is a Professor in Pediatrics and Psychology at the Munroe-Meyer Institute for Genetics 

and Rehabilitation and the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  His research and clinical interests include behavioral 

parent training, elimination disorders, brain injury, sports related concussion, and behavioral management of common 

childhood behavioral disorders. He also is involved in developing science education curricula with Native American 

children. He has published over 45 scientific papers and chapters on behavioral interventions with children with behavioral 

health concerns. His behavioral research has been published in a wide variety of scientific journals including the Journal of 

Applied Behavior Analysis, Child and Family Behavior therapy, Journal of Behavioral and Developmental Psychology, 

Journal of Urology, and Clinical Pediatrics.  He has been awarded several grants related to behavioral intervention with 

children with brain injury and currently is co-principle investigator on an NIH grant to develop a science education 

curriculum for Native American children. 
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Psychology Department Faculty (cont.) 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Keith D. Allen, Ph.D., BCBA-D, is a Professor in Pediatrics and Psychology at the Munroe-Meyer Institute for Genetics 
and Rehabilitation and the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  His research and clinical interests include behavioral 
parent training, pain and stress-related disorders in children, biofeedback interventions, autism spectrum disorders, and 
management of every day common childhood behavioral issues in school, home and primary care settings.  He is 
currently Co-Director of the Nebraska Internship Consortium in Professional Psychology, one of the largest internship 
consortiums in the country.  He has published over 80 scientific papers and chapters on behavioral interventions with 
children with behavioral health concerns and he recently published a book on the science and practice of parent training, 
published by APA.  He has been recognized as both a Distinguished Researcher and as an Outstanding Teacher of the 
Year at the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  His behavioral research has been published in flagship journals from 
psychology, pediatrics, neurology, and dentistry, including the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, Behavior 
Modification, Education and Treatment of Children, Headache, Child Neurology, Pediatric Dentistry, School Psychology 
Review and Archives of Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine. He currently serves on six editorial boards of peer-reviewed 
journals related to the behavioral health of children, youth and families.                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                           

Rachel J Valleley, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor in Pediatrics and Psychology at the Munroe-Meyer Institute for 

Genetics and Rehabilitation and the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  She is the coordinator for the Outreach 

Behavioral Health Clinics Program, overseeing 15 integrated clinics across Nebraska. Her research and clinical interests 

revolve around providing behavioral health care in primary care settings. This research falls into three areas: the impact 

behavioral health has in primary care, how integrated care effectively address the behavioral health needs of children, and 

the influence a co-located behavioral health specialist can have on primary care practice. She has published scientific 

papers and chapters on integrated care and reading interventions.  Her research has been published in journals from 

psychology and pediatrics, including the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, Pediatrics, Families, Systems, & Health, 

Journal of Behavioral Education, Journal of Rural Mental Health, and Child & Family Behavior Therapy. She has served on 

two editorial boards of peer-reviewed journals related to the School Psychology. Dr. Valleley has taught courses in the 

University of Nebraska-Omaha graduate psychology programs and the UNMC College of Dentistry. 
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N        Psychology Department Faculty (cont.) 

 

Mark D. Shriver, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor in Psychology and Pediatrics at the Munroe-Meyer Institute for 

Genetics and Rehabilitation at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. His research and clinic interests 

include behavioral parent training, applied behavior analysis in education, and behavioral interventions to address 

common childhood problems.  He is director of the Academic Evaluation and Intervention clinic at MMI. He has 

recently co-authored a book on the science and practice of parent training. He is a founding editor of the Journal 

of Evidence-Based Practices for Schools and on the editorial board of 5 other leading journals in education and 

school psychology. He has published research in Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, Behavior Therapy, School 

Psychology Review, and  Journal of Behavioral Education.  He is co-coordinator of the Master of Arts Degree 

program in Applied Behavior Analysis at the University of Nebraska ïOmaha.   

       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Tawnya Meadows, Ph.D.,is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Pediatrics and a Licensed 
Psychologist. She received her Ph.D. in School Psychology from Mississippi State University. Following 
completion of a predoctoral internship at Munroe-Meyer Institute, she moved to rural Nebraska for a 
post-doctoral fellowship located in a local pediatricianôs office. She continues to provide psychological 
services at the pediatric clinic, as well as the Good Neighbor Community Health Center. She provides 
training and supervision to counseling students, psychology interns and post-doctoral fellows, 
psychiatric nurse practitioners, and licensed mental health professionals. In addition, she has conducted 
research in academic interventions, ADHD, and Matching Law.  

 

 


